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Abstract

The Jibal region is situated between Khorasan, Khuzestan, and Fars, as well as Arab Iraq
and Azerbaijan, and possesses a relatively distinct economic geography. This region has
experienced changes throughout different historical periods due to various internal and external
factors. Economic geography, as a branch of human geography, examines the relationship
between humans and nature, focusing on how humans utilize resources. However, the role
and significance of location or natural geography should be considered first. Using library
research, in line with the nature of historical inquiry and through a descriptive approach,
this study examines the economic geography of the Jibal region and the influence of various
factors from the 3rd to the 6th century A.H. (9th-12th century CE). The findings indicate
that geographical factors, manifested through historical events, played a decisive role in the
fluctuations of Jibal’s economic geography. Moreover, the combination and interaction of
spatial and human factors have led either to prosperity, diversity, and abundance or to decline,
stagnation, and limited economic development in the region.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

When examining the factors that influence human behavior and actions within the
environment, it is important to consider geographical boundaries during historical
periods. The extent and role of both geography and humans result from their
reciprocal interactions over time, shaped by events and changing temporal and
spatial conditions. The main focus of this study is to identify the various issues
and contexts necessary for understanding the economic nature of the Jibal region,
as well as to analyze the diverse and changing factors that influenced economic
prosperity, stagnation, and decline during the third to sixth centuries AH. Identifying
and explaining the reasons behind these factors is essential for understanding the
relationship between humans and the environment. This forms the central theme
to be addressed in the present study. The primary objective, therefore, is to define
the boundaries and limits of the Jibal region and to provide a general overview
of developments in its local history. When examining the factors that influence
human behavior and actions within the environment, it is important to consider
geographical boundaries during historical periods. The extent and role of both
geography and humans result from their reciprocal interactions over time, shaped
by events and changing temporal and spatial conditions. The main focus of this
research is to identify the various issues and contexts necessary for understanding
the economic nature of the Jibal region, as well as to analyze the diverse and
changing factors that influenced economic prosperity, stagnation, and decline
during the third to sixth centuries AH. Recognizing the reasons for the emergence
of these factors, and explaining and describing them, is essential for understanding
the relationship between humans and place and for determining the key themes
and topics to be addressed in this research. The primary objective is to define
the boundaries and limits of the Jibal region and to provide a general overview
of developments in its local history. This region, known as the boundaries of Ji
(Ji Bal), encompassed the peripheral areas of ancient Ji (Isfahan), including both the
central desert and the mountainous regions around Rey. Contrary to popular belief,
it was not purely mountainous. During the Islamic period, the mountainous areas of
the eastern Zagros were used as a basis for its name, but in the area corresponding
to Hamham Ji Bal, or the geographical region of Central Iran, it included fewer
mountainous areas. From the city of Rey to Isfahan, there are cities that are not
mountainous (Hamavi, 1380, 8). Jibal consisted of scattered mountains and mostly
central plains, which included two different climate types (Rafei Qazvini, 1480,
pp. 1-50). The more important issue is understanding the effective geographical
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contexts and factors, and how to create connections between geographical elements
in a historical context. From this perspective, explaining the logical connection
between humans and nature in the geography of this region is fundamental.

Methodology

Material & Methods

This library-based study uses historical and analytical methods to address the central
question using an analytical approach grounded in historical evidence. According
to the mechanisms of pearl fishing and trade, what role did this commodity play in
fostering interaction and convergence among the coastal residents of the Persian
Gulf? The prevailing assumption is that, due to the significance of pearl fishing and
trade and researchers’ emphasis on established rules and traditional customs, the
process of attending fishing grounds and the regulations governing fishing culture
have played an important role in promoting convergence and interaction among
coastal residents.

Results

The differences and similarities between human and spatial factors varied according
to the role of each of these factors and the temporal and spatial conditions and
developments of historical periods. Accordingly, in a comparative study between
these two factors, it is necessary to examine the cyclical conditions and events and
incidents of different periods. The role of human factors was more significant than
non-human and natural factors, and the role of natural factors was positive and later
negative in some periods. Considering historical data and the study of geographical
conditions affecting the livelihoods of the people of the Jibal region during different
historical periods, it should be noted that in studying the role of various spatial
and human factors in the course of the quantitative and qualitative components
of the economic geography of the Jibal region, the study of geographical and
historical factors in the form of a context of mutual influence of various factors in
the economic geography of this region is of particular importance. Although in the
study of geographical factors, researchers emphasize the stability and continuity of
the economic conditions of a region since geographical conditions are not affected
by human factors or at least the relative influence of the human factor on geography
in different periods, in many cases, the role of humans in changing the geographical
conditions of a specific geographical location cannot be ignored. In this context,
the impact of political conflicts and wars on the destruction of natural economic
infrastructures, such as rivers, pastures, and agricultural lands, or the change in the



m The Impact of Natural Disasters on the Socio-Economic Life of the Jibal Region ...

use of these geographical substrates, should be taken into account.

Discussion and Conclusion

Due to their distinctive geographical location, mountain ranges have played a
key role in shaping the socio-economic dynamics of the populations inhabiting
these highland zones. When examining the factors affecting human behavior and
action in the environment, geographical boundaries must also be considered during
historical periods. The dynamic interplay between human communities and their
physical surroundings, shaped by the reciprocal influence of spatial conditions and
temporal events, ultimately defines the character and agency of both. The unique
geographical position of the mountain region, situated on the Silk Road, connecting
the central plateau of Iran to the west, east, south and north, as well as the diversity
of climate, along with human factors, helped economic prosperity and flourishing
in the fields of agriculture, transit, manual and workshop production, industrial
production, minerals and even medicinal plants.
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