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Abstract

The belief in the influence of celestial bodies on the lives of earthly people is one of the
enduring elements in the history of Iranian and Islamic thought. Among these bodies, the
moon has played the greatest role in determining good and bad days due to its proximity to
the Earth. Islamic astronomical texts, especially in the astronomical rulings, clearly state that
the geometric ratios between the moon and the sun-such as the Conjonction period (mohaq),
Pleine lune (badr), and the quarter lune periods (tarbi’ah)-were considered inauspicious and
ill-considered times. These situations were described with terms such as “hostility”” and “semi-
hostility” and were considered to impact individual and social life, from marriage to court
politics. The present study seeks to address the question of whether this ill-considered day is
simply a product of Iranian astronomical knowledge during the Islamic period or has its roots
in pre-Islamic Iranian beliefs and chronology. A study of the Mazdasenaite chronology shows
that the classification of the days of the month by repeating the name of Ahura Mazda on the
first, eighth, fifteenth, and twenty-third days is not unrelated to the lunar manifestations and was
in some way an attempt to eliminate the inauspiciousness of those days. Abu Rayhan Biruni’s
reports in his works al-Baqiyya also testify that pre-Islamic Iranians considered conjunctions
and full moons to be inauspicious. Therefore, the present study, using a historical-analytical
method, shows that the negative perception of lunar manifestations in Islamic astronomy is
closely linked to the ritual and calendar heritage of pre-Islamic Iran and reflects a significant
cultural continuity.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The belief in the influence of celestial bodies on human life was very common
in pre-and post-Islamic Iran, which gave rise to a body of knowledge called “the
rules of astronomy” that determined the times of good and bad fortune. Court
astronomers and popular culture considered the role of the moon in determining the
auspicious and inauspicious days in particular. This is reflected in Islamic sources,
travelogues, and periodicals. The geometric relationships between the moon and
the sun (conjunction, trinity, quadrature, etc.) were linked to the concepts of good
and bad fortune and were sometimes considered inauspicious. By examining
sources from the Islamic-Iranian period and evidence from before this period, this
research examines the continuity or history of this ominous interpretation of lunar
manifestations and its relationship to the astronomy of the Islamic era.

Methodology

This research uses a historical-analytical approach. The main data are collected
from textual sources related to the Islamic Iranian period, including the works of
astronomers and jurists who explained the good and bad aspects of the moon and
its relationships with the sun. The procedure is as follows: the good and bad aspects
of the lunar days are identified in the Iranian astronomical texts during the Islamic
period, then the days considered as inauspicious are analyzed among them. These
findings are then compared with the chronological data and the reliable reports
of Abu Raihan Biruni concerning Iran before Islam, in order to examine possible
relationships between the two.

Results

In the eight-fold division of the lunar states, the astronomers of Islamic-era Iran
considered its angular relationships with the Sun as a sign of friendship or hostility
between these two celestial bodies. Among them, the four states of the moon, the
new moon, the first quarter, the full moon, and the second quarter were considered
bad and inauspicious, and were considered sinister times in the lunar cycle. This
attitude, which was rooted in the concepts of “friendship”, “hostility”, “half-
friendship”, and “half-hostility”, has been reflected not only in astronomy, but also
in popular culture, historical texts, literature, and art. Thus, the evil view of the
lunar phases was part of the system of meaning-making in Islamic astronomy and
was related to the chronological and mythological heritage of pre-Islamic Iran.

In the Mazdasenaic calendar, the month was divided into six five-day periods.
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Within this system, the name of Ahura Mazda was repeated on specific days (the
Ist, 8th, 15th, and 23rd) that corresponded with four inauspicious phases of the
moon: the new moon (Mohaq), the first quarter, the full moon (Badr), and the
second quarter. Thus, the inauspiciousness of these times was transformed into
good by the name of God. Abu Rayhan Biruni also reports that pre-Islamic Iranians
considered conjunction (Mohaq) and opposition (Badr) to be inauspicious, because
they believed that these times caused illness, madness, and natural deficiencies.
These beliefs were a bridge between Islamic astronomy and the religious-cultural
heritage of ancient Iran.

Discussion and Conclusion

The ominous interpretation of lunar manifestations is rooted, on the one hand, in the
framework of mathematical-astronomical astronomy of the Islamic period, and on
the other hand, in the religious and chronological traditions of pre-Islamic Iran. This
overlap suggests that astronomy in the Iranian world was not merely observational
and computational, but was also shaped by myth, religion, and culture.

From the perspective of historical and Iranological research, these findings are
doubly important: first, they show how a scientific concept (such as the conjunction
or opposition of the moon and the sun) can acquire cultural and ritual significance
and affect the social and even political life of society. Second, Abu Rayhan Biruni’s
position as a knowledgeable narrator of this heritage enables us to recognize the
thread of continuity between pre-Islamic Iran and Islamic Iran in astronomy and
calendar. Thus, the study of lunar superstitions is not simply a part of the history
of astronomy, but also a window into understanding continuity and transformation
in Iranian cosmology, a cosmology in which science, religion, and culture are
intertwined, creating a complex system of meaning and everyday use of time.
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