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Abstract 
Travelogues are narrative accounts of empirical observations and critical evaluations by their 
authors. They are considered significant sources for exploring the identity and economic 
structures of societies across different historical periods, taking into account various aspects 
of social life. Afzal al-Mulk’s travelogue (Khorasan and Kerman) is an important example, 
providing a comprehensive account of the cultural traditions, socio-economic structures, 
geographical features, and historical heritage of Kerman. In 1321 AH (1903, during the reign 
of Mozaffar al-Din Shah Qajar), Afzal al-Mulk traveled from Mashhad to Kerman and wrote 
his travelogue. This article aims to examine the socio-economic context of Kerman through 
the content of this travelogue, using a descriptive-analytical method. The travelogue offers 
detailed information on road conditions, distances between towns and villages, travel-related 
difficulties, caravanserais, village populations, local customs and traditions, agricultural 
products and their prices, occupations, and the number and conditions of the shops in Kerman 
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction 
Numerous travelogues were written during the Qajar period. Qajar-era historiography 
primarily focused on political conditions and influential figures, while travelogues 
addressed socio-economic issues.
The Travelogue of Khorasan and Kerman by Gholamhossein Afzal al-Mulk has 
so far been overlooked. As a meticulous traveler, Afzal al-Mulk provided accounts 
of features and phenomena such as roads, routes, and villages that no longer exist 
today. In this travelogue, he discusses certain regions and cities whose specifications 
cannot be found in other sources. Therefore, introducing and investigating these 
accounts is of paramount importance, making the present study particularly 
significant. The title of the travelogue includes two parts. The first part covers the 
journey to Khorasan, during which the author traveled from Tehran to Mashhad in 
1320 AH (1903). The second part was written a year later, in 1321 AH (1904), and 
is devoted to the route from Mashhad to Kerman and the period the author stayed 
in Kerman. 
Afzal al-Mulk’s journey to Kerman was an official mission. When Prince Ali Naghi 
Mirza Rokn al-Duleh, the former governor of Khorasan, was appointed governor of 
Kerman, he invited Afzal al-Mulk, who served as an office employee, to Kerman. 
Afzal al-Mulk chose to travel to Kerman via the Lut Desert route, documenting the 
journey in detail. This study is the first to focus on the second part of the travelogue. 
It examines the socio-economic and cultural narratives in this travelogue using a 
descriptive-analytical approach.

Methodology 

This study is the first scholarly examination of the Travelogue of Khorasan and 
Kerman. As it facilitates understanding of Kerman’s social, cultural, and economic 
history during the Mozafarid period, its examination is essential. It also provides 
insight into Afzal al-Mulk’s perspective and experiences through a descriptive-
analytical approach. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

The study first focuses on the author before providing any description or explanation 
of the travelogue’s content. In the introduction, Afzal al-Mulk identifies himself 
as a descendant of Karim Khan Zand, the first king of the Zand dynasty. As a 
literary scholar and historian, he composed poetry in Arabic and Persian, authored 
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numerous works, and held several official positions. 
Afzal al-Mulk began his journey from Mashhad to Kerman. Despite knowing the 
hardships of the route, he chose to travel through the desert path of Lut to Kerman. 
One of the most significant topics in the travelogue is the condition of the roads 
and routes. He recorded the distances and intervals between cities and villages, 
following the detailed approach of classical Islamic geographers. He also noted the 

He paid close attention to the prosperity and development of the routes and spoke 
favorably of those who contributed to their maintenance and improvement. For 
example, he praised Nir al-Dowleh for his actions: “On Tuesday, the 22nd of Rabi’ 
al-Awwal, we departed from Torogh toward Sharifabad. In the gorge, one must 
pass between the mountains. This (route) was previously very difficult to traverse. 
However, Prince Nir al-Dowleh, the former governor of Khorasan, leveled and 
paved this route for twenty thousand Tomans, making it as smooth as a city 
street and adorning it with flowers such as poppies”. In addition to his personal 
observations, he criticized the absence of a railway, considering it detrimental to 
Iran’s economy and trade. 
In other observations, he focused on the condition of buildings and historical 
monuments, the most important of which are caravanserais and abanbars (cisterns). 
He also mentioned the names of the builders of these structures. Notably, in cases 
where the patrons or builders are unknown, he stated, “I could falsely attribute them 
to someone, but it is inappropriate and wrong. I prefer to say I do not know rather 
than resort to falsehood.”
Afzal al-Mulk also provided valuable information about the condition of the cities 
and villages along his travel route. For example, he gave careful attention to the 
houses, buildings, population, gardens, and materials used in their construction. 
Other important information related to social conditions includes the people, their 
customs and traditions, moral values, notable figures, the relationship between 
rulers and subjects, the longevity of habitation in the region, education in both urban 
and rural areas, the introduction of local notables, and the relationship between 
Kerman’s rulers and prominent figures with the surrounding villages and towns. He 
also reported on the Gonabadi Sufis without bias. 
The economic information about different regions is also highly valuable. It 
includes agricultural products, workshops, various professions and occupations, 
and prices of goods. He also considered price fluctuations in agricultural products 
across different regions, with particular attention to the diversity of agricultural 
products in Kerman and its surroundings. In addition to infrastructure, Afzal al-
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Mulk extended his analysis to the region’s economic foundations. He carefully 
examined small-scale workshops and local industries, notably the carpet-weaving 
sector, as vital components of the local economy, believing they would indicate the 
region’s civilization and prosperity. He also provided valuable information on the 
region’s revenues and taxes. 

Conclusion 

The information discussed so far pertains to the first part of the Khorasan and 
Kerman travelogue, authored by Gholamhossein Afzal al-Mulk. The present 
study also analyzes the second part of the travelogue. Afzal al-Mulk served as 
the Mostowfi (Chief Revenue Officer), maintained connections with scholars and 
intellectuals, and composed poetry in both Arabic and Persian. He was extremely 
meticulous, carefully documenting all his observations and experiences along the 
route from Mashhad to Kerman. The information in his travelogue is significant 
for understanding Iran’s social, cultural, and economic history. Among the most 
important details are conditions of the roads, routes, distances between cities and 
villages, and natural obstacles along the way. Another significant aspect covered in 
the travelogue is the description of caravanserais, abanbars (cisterns), their patrons 
and builders, as well as certain historical monuments, many of which no longer 
exist. Afzal al-Mulk also provided detailed accounts of the villages and towns 
along the route from Mashhad to Kerman, including their populations, number of 
households, and gardens. 
Another aspect noted in the travelogue is the social conditions, customs, traditions, 
morality, and notable figures in different regions. Economic information is also 
important, providing valuable data for researchers of social and economic history. 
As Mostowfi (Chief Revenue Officer), Afzal al-Mulk paid close attention to 
the region’s agricultural products, their prices and fluctuations, the people’s 
occupations, the number of shops and their conditions, and the amount of taxes 
collected in different regions. 
Presumably, because Afzal al-Mulk was affiliated with the government 
administration, he did not address corruption, oppression, or the rule of local 
chieftains, particularly in Kerman. However, some of his social and economic 

notable that the information about Kerman and Khorasan was written by an Iranian, 
offering a perspective different from that of non-native Western travelogue writers. 
Comparing these perspectives could be the subject of another study.
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