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Abstract

Iranological studies by Western orientalists, motivated by diverse scientific, political, and
cultural factors, have long been a significant field within Orientalism. The present study,
using Al-Mu jam al-Kamil lil-Mustashrigin (The Comprehensive Dictionary of Orientalists)
by the Egyptian scholar ‘Abd al-Rahman Al-Badawf as its primary source, and employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, examines the nature of Iranological trends and activities
among orientalists as documented in this notable work. Addressing the central question of
Al-BadawT’s approach to introducing Iranologists, the study seeks to reconstruct the various
aspects of their Iranophilia, scholarly engagement, political involvement, and linguistic
interests as reflected in biographical entries. From a comparative perspective, the study
also analyzes instances of emphasis or omission in Al-Badaw1’s portrayal of key aspects of
Iranologists, revealing incomplete or selective information. The findings show that Al-Badawt
primarily highlights orientalists who were actively involved in Iranology for reasons such as
academic training, travel to Iran, translation of Persian texts, diplomatic service, or personal
interest in Iranian mystical literature. This indicates that Al-Badaw1’s dictionary, in addition to
documenting, implicitly conveys evaluative judgments about Iranologists, which appears to
require critical and comparative interpretation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

Iranology-the academic study of Iran’s culture, history, and civilization-developed
primarily through the efforts of Western orientalists. In particular, the earliest traces
of systematic inquiry into Iranian civilization can be found through the scholarly
works of these researchers. This study focuses on identifying the epistemological
orientations of orientalists toward Iranian culture and civilization, particularly as
reflected in biographical and encyclopedic sources.

Given the vast scope of the subject and the extensive corpus of orientalist literature,
this study narrows its scope to Al-Mu jam al-Kamil lil-Mustashrigin by ‘Abd al-
Rahman Al-Badawi. The central question the present study aims to answer is: What
approach did Al-Badawr adopt in portraying orientalists’ engagement with Iranian
civilization, and what motivations and objectives underpinned their scholarly
activities?

Iranology is defined as the scholarly study of Iranian history, civilization, and
culture (Ashitri, n.d.: 7), which gained formal academic status in Western
universities in the modern era. Orientalists, broadly defined as Western scholars
interested in the cultures, literatures, histories, and civilizations of the East-
from the Indian Ocean to North Africa-operated under diverse motivations,
including missionary, colonial-political, and scientific-research objectives
(‘Al1 al-Saghir, 1420H: 13-17).

Unlike earlier biographical works such as Abii al-Qasim Suhayb’s Dictionary of
Orientalists (1938) and Najib al-*Aqiqr’s Al-Mustashriqiin, Al-BadawT’s dictionary
has not been studied for its specific presentation of Iranological trends. This study
thus represents a novel contribution, offering the first systematic examination of
Al-BadawT’s intellectual framework in depicting Iranologists, thereby enhancing
understanding of both the orientalists themselves and Al-BadawT’s role in shaping
contemporary perceptions of Iran within modern Orientalism.

Methodology

This study uses a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology. The primary

corpus is AI-Mu jam al-Kamil lil-Mustashrigin by ‘Abd al-Rahman Al-BadawT,

which contains biographical entries on over 250 prominent orientalists. This study

was conducted through the following procedure:

1. Systematic extraction of data from entries related to scholars identified as having
Iranological activities.

2. Categorization of their motivations and activities into thematic domains:
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scientific-cultural, linguistic, political-strategic, philosophical-personal, and
diplomatic.

3. Comparative analysis with external scholarly sources (e.g., Encyclopaedia of
Islam, Goldziher’s works, post-orientalist critiques) to assess the completeness
and bias in Al-BadawT’s portrayals.

4. Critical interpretation of omissions, emphasis, and evaluative language in
biographical entries to uncover implicit ideological or methodological trends.

The study also incorporates content analysis of translated works, travelogues, and
academic publications cited by Al-Badawi to contextualize the scholarly works of
selected Iranologists.

Results

The analysis indicates that orientalists’ engagement with Iran was motivated by the

following:

1. Scientific and Cultural Motivations: Many orientalists were drawn to Persian
literature (e.g., Shahnameh, Masnavi, Hatiz), Islamic philosophy (Avicenna,
Nasir al-Din TtsT), and Sufism. Edward Browne’s A Year Among the Persians
is an example of immersive fieldwork combined with linguistic analysis.

2. Linguistic Interests: The Indo-European affinity of Persian attracted linguists
like William Jones, who analyzed Persian prosody, and Friedrich Riickert, who
compiled Persian grammars.

3. Political and Strategic Interests: European powers (Britain, France, Germany)
deployed diplomats-scholars such as Baron de Bode, Friedrich Rosen, and
Charles Defrémery, who produced reports, travelogues, and manuscript catalogs
during their service in Iran.

4. Philosophical and Mystical Inclinations: Scholars like Louis Massignon and
Henri Corbin were deeply influenced by Iranian Sufism and Illuminationist
philosophy (Ishrag), with Corbin’s Le Shi isme en Iran repositioning Iran as a
living center of spiritual wisdom.

5. Diplomatic and Institutional Roles: Positions in embassies or academic chairs
(e.g., at College de France, SOAS, Berlin University) enabled sustained
scholarly engagement.

A comprehensive table in the original article lists 45 orientalists with their roles
and Iranological activities, demonstrating the breadth of their contributions-from
translating classical texts to editing manuscripts and conducting linguistic fieldwork.
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Discussion and Conclusion

The study confirms that Iranology was a complex, multidimensional enterprise
among orientalists, developed by intersecting scientific, political, linguistic, and
personal motivations. Al-Badawi’s dictionary serves as a crucial reference for
identifying key figures in this field, yet it is not a neutral document. The variation
in depth and emphasis across entries suggests an implicit hierarchy of value, where
scholars with direct engagement (e.g., travel, translation, fieldwork) are more
thoroughly documented than those with indirect contributions.

Notably, Al-Badawt underrepresents methodological innovations (e.g., Browne’s
ethnography, Corbin’s hermeneutics) and critical perspectives on colonialism,
indicating a traditional, biography-centered approach that lacks analytical depth.
Compared to modern post-orientalist scholarship, Al-Badawi’s work reflects
the limitations of conventional encyclopedic writing in the Islamic intellectual
tradition. Nonetheless, the dictionary remains invaluable for reconstructing the
intellectual history of Iranology. This study argues that a critical re-reading of such
sources is essential for the decolonization and indigenization of Iranian studies
globally. Future research should include comparative studies of Western and
Islamic encyclopedias on Iran, as well as methodological critiques of biographical
dictionaries in Orientalism.
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